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Dear «Salutation»,

For a disadvantaged child to own a book to read, re-read and share with her family is still tragically rare. A book that helps develop her reading and thinking skills, and also offers a better understanding of other cultures, may be rarer still. A Canadian all-volunteer charity that provides that book free of charge is priceless.

Since 2004, The Institute of Cross-cultural Exchange (ICE) has been working to promote literacy and cross-cultural education by donating high quality illustrated books from the Middle East and Central Asia to literacy programs serving children in need. These beautifully illustrated books by Afghan author Idries Shah, containing ancient Teaching-Stories are lauded for their simplicity, innovation and ability to help children develop their reading, language and thinking skills, while exposing them to the rich and vibrant cultures of the East, at a time when it is much needed. 

Through private, corporate and foundation donations, ICE has raised over $110,000 in just five years and has distributed 30,000 books to Canadian children with the help of our many non-profit literacy partners.
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Despite our early successes, the number of children in need remains high and far exceeds our current resources. The goal of our Share Literacy Canada program is to provide all the books requested by our current literacy partners and expand this support to other qualified literacy non-profits across Canada. 

This year we plan to give The Boy without a Name, another Teaching-Story by Afghan author Idries Shah. For more information about Teaching-Stories, please visit www.hoopoekids.com. Funds permitting, we’d like to include a read-along CD and The Magic of Reading, a widely acclaimed DVD that helps parents understand how and why to read aloud to their children. 

Through our SHARE LITERACY AFGHANISTAN program we plan to donate Afghan Teaching-Stories, in Dari and Pashtu, to Afghan children and complementary teacher’s guides to Afghan schools. 

How You Can Help: As always we depend on your generous support for the success of our programs. With your help we can donate to thousands more children, all at low cost, through our partnerships with non-profit literacy organizations. Please consider making a tax-deductible donation either by cheque using the form below or via our secure website www.iceeducation.org.
Visit our new fundraising website page for simple effective ways to raise funds individually or collectively - www.iceeducation.org/engl/fundraising.html.  If you have fundraising ideas you wish to share, please contact John Zada at Iceaffiliates@gmail.com.

The Affinity program:  Encourage family, friends and associates to purchase quality goods and services from leading online retailers now listed here: www.iceeducation.org/engl/affiliates.html. A percentage of all purchases goes to ICE. Please keep this in mind for birthdays, Christmas or other gift-giving occasions. Of course, you can also choose a direct donation to ICE as your gift.
Volunteer: We are always looking for reliable help for our projects. If you would like to volunteer your time click the “How to Help Tab” on our website. 

Spread the word: Please copy this letter to friends, family and colleagues asking them to pass it along and to help however they can. Become an ICE member on FACEBOOK and invite your contacts to join and spread the word - http://apps.facebook.com/causes/47137?m=96aaaf39.

For more information about ICE and its programs, please visit our website at www.iceeducation.org. Whatever you can donate will go a very long way.

Yours sincerely,

David Cottle, National Director ICE/IEI

	2009 Donation: Help ICE/IEI donate Books to CHILDREN AT RISK

	· $5000
	· $1000
	· $500
	· $250
	· $100
	· ________Other

	I wish to support 

· Share Literacy Canada   (   Share Literacy Afghanistan   (   Project With Most Need

· Check here for information about making a donation in your will to ICE.

	Please make cheques payable to The Institute for Cross-cultural Exchange (ICE)/Institut d’échanges interculturels (IEI) 

	«ID»
«Name»
«Street1»
«Street2»
«City», «Prov» «PC»
«Email»
(Please correct your name and address if necessary.)

	Include your cheque and mail in the business-reply envelope provided to:

ICE/IEI, Box #61143, Kensington RPO, Calgary, AB T2N 4S6

Phone: 403-313-2796 OR Fax: 403-451-6600 OR Email: director@iceeducation.org

OR visit our secure website www.iceducation.org and click on the “Donate” tab.

	· Please check if you would like to volunteer for ICE/IEI

· Please check if you would like to be removed from our mailing list.

ICE/IEI is a registered Canadian Charity (number 86260 1077 R0001)





To have 400 new books of such quality to bring to our families was truly amazing. Partner that generosity with the educational support materials & frankly your project is brilliant.  





-- Brenda Jenner, Early Literacy Specialist, Affiliated Services for Children & Youth
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